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PRESS RELEASE - GDF ANNOUNCES NEW EXECUTIVES IN RESIDENCE

London, New York, Brussels, Singapore, September 29, 2025: Global Digital Finance
(GDF), the leading global digital assets members’ association, announced its third cohort of
Executives and Practitioners in Residence, senior industry leaders in financial services,
digital technology, and innovation who have worked at market leading firms and have
demonstrated a distinguished track record of success.

Joining the fourth programme cohort is:

Polina Evstifeeva, founder of CryptoReg Insights and regulatory affairs expert with over a
decade of experience in the banking sector.

Alex Wu, policy engagement and strategy lead at the Stellar Development Foundation, who
also formerly served at the United States Federal Reserve.

Commenting on the announcement, Elise Soucie Watts, Executive Director and Board
Member at GDF said, “This fourth cohort represents another outstanding addition to our
Executives and Practitioners in Residence programme. Each brings unique insight and proven
leadership across digital assets, policy, and financial innovation. Their expertise and
collaborative spirit will be instrumental as we drive forward responsible adoption and shape
the global conversation on the future of digital finance.”

The Executives and Practitioners in Residence are established leaders from across the
ecosystem who are committed to advancing the digital finance agenda. Through their
involvement, they will help shape GDEF’s thought leadership, contribute to key working
groups, and support engagement with industry stakeholders and policymakers around the
world.

Lawrence Wintermeyer, GDF Executive Co-Chair added, “With cohort four, we are once
again privileged to welcome leaders who exemplify the very best of our industry. Their
commitment to advancing digital finance, coupled with their readiness to contribute to GDF’s
mission, strengthens our ability to convene the ecosystem around critical issues and
accelerate progress at a global level.”

About GDF
Global Digital Finance (GDF) is a global non-profit association of member firms offering an

open innovation platform for advocating and accelerating the adoption of best practices for
digital assets.

GDF’s mission is to “Promote and underpin the greater adoption of market standards for the
use of crypto and digital assets, through the development of best practices and governance
standards in a shared engagement forum with industry, policymakers, and regulators.”

More information about GDF can be found at www.gdf\io, contact melissa@gdf.io for
enquiries.
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